
 

 

Appendix 4 
 

Scrutiny Chairs Update – Children’s and Young People’s 
Scrutiny Advisory Board 
 

1.0 Purpose of the Update 

1.1 This report provides SMB an update on the work of the Children and Young 
People’s Scrutiny Advisory Board. 

2.0 Board Meeting Update 

2.1 The past couple of months have been a productive time for the Children and 
Young People’s Scrutiny Advisory Board. Our recent priorities have been 
around SEND, Children’s Services improvement, 0-19 commissioning and 
County Lines. 

2.2 On 30th May the Board dedicated the main part of the meeting to a deep dive 
into the recent local area inspection of SEND that was conducted jointly by 
Ofsted and the CQC.  

2.3 Overall the Board were assured that the Council is working effectively to 
address the findings of the Report, and mechanisms are being put in place 
to involve members of the Scrutiny Board in some of the workstreams that 
have been established to address the findings.  

3.0 Additional Scrutiny activity undertaken by the Board 

3.1 On July 10th I will be chairing a one off Scrutiny Development session on 
County Lines. This will be a presentation delivered by Vivian Stafford, CEO 
at the office of the Police and Crime Commissioner, and Dean Holden from 
Cumbria Constabulary. All Members are invited to learn about what is taking 
place in Cumbria to tackle County Lines.  

3.2 We will also be holding a private meeting with the Manager of the Youth 
Offending Service. This is something we do annually ahead of the Youth 
Justice Strategy going to Council in September. Our plans for the next Board 
will be to cover progress on the SEND inspection, and to carry out a deep 
dive of Digital Wellbeing and young people. 

3.3 Overall, I think we can demonstrate the impact that the Board is having on a 
wide range of issues relating to children and young people in Cumbria. 
Finally I would like to thank the Members of the Board for the high quality of 
their input into Board discussions.  
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